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1-Michael P. Todaro& Stephen G .Smith, Economic Development,12th Edtion,Pearson

Education Limited, United Kingdom,2015,P.747
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14- OECD, Development Co-operation Report2020: Learning From Crises, Building

Resilience, Paris, December 2020, P.219
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adequately better than the other group of study; yet they were unable to exceed the
Control Group in generating much evidence. Models could not help them do so. For
that, teachers, need have an insight into the problems the students experience in
trying to use the linguistic features as well as rhetorical structures that create coher-
ence (Bamberg. 1984). These results go with Fareh’s (2014) findings.

Moreover, it is worth noting that coherence in English paragraph writing can
be maintained through an appropriate use of English punctuation convention and
pragmatic competence (style and word choice). It can also be maintained through
parallel structures. Teachers in EFL classrooms have to boost students in well-
planned activities to tighten up their sentences and to rearrange them to achieve
different effects and stylistic choices that professional writers make.

Conclusion

Discussions of organisational and rhetorical aspects through model para-
graphs have been considered to have some pedagogical soundness. As such, a
great opportunity to store, develop and use the knowledge about the target language
can be arisen by exposure to authentic discourse in the target language provided
by the teacher. Instruction through modelling strategy promoted their awareness of
conceptual writing strategies and willingness to apply practical writing strategies to
compose their paragraphs and future essays. To this end, the researcher advanced
the hypothesis that if second-year students of English at Laghouat University were
taught English through exposure to multiple written paragraph models this would en-
hance their achievement of paragraph coherence and result in writing effectiveness.

To enhance the connectedness of sentences in a text, EFL teachers are re-
quired to help learners notice tasks using models, and predict all the useful language
needed to recreate a coherent text of their own by exposing them to the target lan-
guage selected texts. Moreover, instructors need to develop the students’ imagina-
tion and creative writing skills after having command on grammar and vocabulary,
and foster their appreciation of text types.Due to its efficacy as reported in this study,
modelling-oriented writing instruction should be incorporated into EFL classes.The
reason for adopting the findings of such an analysis is to take part in directing lan-
guage teaching towards meeting the special needs of students. Moreover, it is hoped
to prepare them for their encounter with the language in use necessary for them.



Pre-test 23 11.97 1.70

Exp. Grp. 44
P2 postetest 23 1423 138 | 2.184 | 0.14 | -3,716

Table 5. Paired Samples Statistics of Experimental Group

As shown in Table 5, using the statistical descriptive analysis (SPSS),the
means of the pre-test scores are compared to the means of the post-test scores. The
pre-test mean is (=11.978) with a standard deviation (SD=1.702) while the post-test
mean is (=14.239) with a standard deviation (SD=1.384). This increase in the mean
scores is due to the experiment treatment. Table 5 shows clearly the difference be-
tween the scores of the pre-test and of the post-test of the Experimental Group, The
mean difference between the pre-test and the post-test scores is (m=-2.260), and
the standard deviation is (SD=0.457) and a t-value (t=13,357); it also proves a statis-
tically significant difference (p-value=0.000; p< 0.05).Hence, the first interpretation of
these findings revealed the effect drawn from the implementation of a model-based
instruction in writing classes to enhance paragraph coherence and foster purposeful
communication was positive.

Based on the analysis of the different results, the researcher confirmed the hy-
pothesis (H1) that models allowed the participantsto notice their improper language
uses, to be exposed to richer language input, resulting in better performance in
their revised writings at the post-test. In effect, the respondents of the Experimental
Group showed that they became aware of their writing purpose, and became also
able to choose their relevant content, logical organisation, academic vocabulary,
academic grammar structure, spelling and punctuation conventions, which fit the
academic purpose of paragraph genre due to the models presented to them. Hence,
the triangulation of process-genre-product oriented instruction through using select-
ed models can raise students’ awareness of the purpose of academic writing.

This study was an attempt to examine the compositions written by sec-
ond-year students at the Department of English at Laghouat University, Algeria. The
problem raised was concerned with exploring coherence inadequacies that students
encounter while composing their paragraphs.The results revealed that synonyms,
parallelism, sentence length, lack of variation, run-on sentences and misuse of cer-
tain transitions are to be considered as major sources of incoherence and textual
deviation. As for thematic progression, the participants in the Experimental Group
succeeded to order and sequence their ideas due to the models presented to them
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Table 3 presents the overall quality of thematic progression of the Control and
the Experimental Groups in the post-test stage. 86.95 % of participants in the Control
Group recorded scores from 4.5 to 6 points and ranked as excellent to very good,
compared to 78.26% in the Experimental Group, with a maximum of 5.5 points being
registered to successfully progress their themes. In most cases, these students had
reached this command through using some devices as an attempt to get logical rela-
tions between sentences.

The following is an example of a well-developed paragraph, in which content is
logically progressed; thus, paragraph coherence is achieved.

Houses in the city are very different from houses in the village. Almost all hous-
es in the city are small as apartments; on the other hand, houses in the village are
very large. Moreover, these houses are full with domestic animals and pets, unlike
the city houses. Furthermore, they have traditional dishes and materials; however,
the houses in the city have technological stuff. A few numbers of houses are found in
the village, but numerous houses and apartments are in the city centre. (Exp. Grp.)

In this example, the first sentence is her topic sentence. She developed her
topic (houses in the village and city centre) and the controlling idea (very different)
in lucid English, implementing what she had learnt concerning the paragraph’s main
components. She used the point-by-point method in developing her contrasting ideas.
Yet, she forgot to mention the concluding sentence.

The findings in this area of coherence were also in line with those of Soleyman-
zadeh and Gholami (2014) in terms of TP (Thematic Progression) patterns’ frequency
of use in writing. The overuse of constant progression (CP): the theme of the first
clause is selected as the theme of the subsequent clauses as well, was prevailing
in the students’ writings. This fact goes with the number of sentences (07) given in
the paragraph.In effect, a concentration on TP patterns and their role in creation as
well as reinforcement of coherence in texts written should be recommended in EFL
classrooms. To this,it can be added a better understanding of style and word choice
inappropriateness (pragmatic coherence), raising the students’ awareness about tips
to boost their writing towards a native-like command.

After calculating the descriptive statistics, the researcher used the paired
t-sample procedures (SPSS analysis) also to compare between the pre-test scores
and the post-test scores of the experimental group. Scores of both tests are com-
pared in terms of the mean, the standard deviation and the standard error mean, as
the following table shows.



These students tended to be highly successful in having coherent andeffective
writing. This fact can, also, be felt in the quality of other 19 scripts of (82.60%) in the
Control Group and 14 others of (60.86%) in the Experimental Group, having the grade
B- ‘good’ to ‘average’. These participants succeeded in the view of the researcher to
write coherent, unified and well-organised paragraphs. Each of which was indented
with a clear title; each contained an effective introducing sentence with an interesting
controlling idea, well-structured and supportive detailing sentences, and obvious pre-
dictable connections. As such, evidence of well-planned paragraph-level discussion
was found in most of the participants’ paragraphs.

Moreover, the Control Group who had no models wrote acceptable para-
graphs. This could be due to the good level of the students before the experiment.
Most of these students asserted that with the presence of a model essay given by
the teacher they could have written better. The Experimental Group’s post-test writ-
ten assignments proved to be better than the pre-test results in terms of language
proficiency. This was attributed to their exposure to multiple comparison and contrast
sample paragraphs. The students noticed several aspects as transitions, topic sen-
tences, and the way of organising and developing ideas in the models which helped
them write effectively better.

It is worth noticing that coherence is not just built by using some textual devic-
es, as cohesive ties, but also by giving a focus on clear and carefully selected details
which should be logically and coherently progressed. Less logical and limited ideas
result in poor flow of the information and hence incoherent pieces.This was noticedin
the post-test results, which is summarised in the following table.

20 18
Excellent to very good 45t06
86.95 78.26
3 5
Good to average 3to4
13.04% 21.73%
0 0
Fair to poor 1.5.t02.5
00.00% 00.00%
0 0
Inadequate 0to 1 00.00% 00.00%
00.00% 00.00%

Table 3. Comparison of the Groups’ Post-test Scores of ParagraphThe-

matic Progression
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tal Groups in terms of t-test. Table 4 displays descriptive statistics of the two groups’
total scores in parallel in achieving coherence. The main elements that are shown
are: the mean, the standard deviation and the standard error, t-value and p-value.

Ctrl. Grp. | 23 | 12.608 1.58442
Post-test 0.132 [0.71] -3.716 | 44 0.001

Exp. Grp. | 23 | 14.239 1.38473

Table 4. Groups’ Post-test Total Statistics

As Table 4 indicates, the total scores of the two groups in the post-test in para-
graph coherence seem different. The t-test for equality of means shows a statistically
significant difference between the scores of the Control Group and the Experimental
Group with a p-value of (p=0.001) and a mean difference of (m=-1.63); the signifi-
cance level of the post-test total score is (=0.718) in terms of the equal variances
assumed, t-value= (-3.716) and DF=44). Thus, the t-test results prove the positive
effect of the integration of modelling strategy to enhance coherence in paragraph
writing instruction in EFL classes at the Department of English at Laghouat University.

The overall situation of the participants’ achievement of coherence in the writ-
ing task of the post-test was noticeable. In the light of the results presented, students
who got ‘excellent’ to ‘very good’ (grade A) scores were (34.78%) in the Experimental
Group, with a minimum score of 12.50 and a maximum score of 16.50, compared to
(17.39%) in the Control Group, with a minimum score of 11/20 and a maximum score
of 17/20. Results are presented as follows:

8 4
Excellent to very good A 14.75-20
34.78% 17.39%
14 19
good to average B 11-14.5
60.86% 82.60%
1 0
fair to poor C 6-10.75
04.34% 00.00%
0 0
Inadequate D 1-5.75
00.00% 00.00%

Table 2. Experimental Group and Control Group Post-test Total Scores

- in Paragraph Coherence
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Pre-test and Post-test Analyses

The analysis of between-group comparison and within-group comparison were
examined to identify to what extent modelling strategy was helpful for the Experi-
mental Group participants to achieve coherence in their paragraph writing.Discussion
was based on the nine criteria rubric: organisation: form, topic sentence, developing
sentences, and concluding sentence; thematic progression, transition, referencing,
repetition of key words, and synonyms’ use (Klimova. 2011). Modelling strategy re-
sults were compared to those of the conventional teacher-centred instruction.

For the pre-test, the researcher compares between the scores of the Control
and the Experimental Groups using the independent sample t-test. Scores are com-
pared in terms of the mean, standard deviation, standard error mean, t-value and
p-value, with a (95%) confidence interval of the difference. The results obtained are
summarised in the following table.

Ctrl.Grp. | 23 |[12.22 0.837

Pre-test | Exp.Grp. 23 11.98 1.702 1472 | 054 | 1.628- | No Significance

Table 1. Groups’ Pre-test Total Statistics

As it is indicated in Table 1, the obtained results show the similarity between
the scores of the pre-tests of both the Experimental and the Control Groups.It was
indicated that the F-value proves no statistically significant difference (p-value=0.549;
p>0.05). This proved that the participants of both groups were homogenous, and had
had equal level before the experiment. This shows the existence of harmony between
the two groups. Thus, the pre-tests total scores indicate no significant difference be-
tween the Control Group and the Experimental Group.

For the post-test, the participants in both groups were asked to write a compar-
ison and contrast paragraph on ‘life in the countryside or city’ as a post-test. The re-
searcher further compares between thepost-test’s scores of Control and Experimen-
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The analysis of the pre-experiment questionnaire allows us to make a summa-
ry of the students’ needs and difficulties in writing English as a foreign language at
Laghouat University. The needs of second- year students vary as their approaches
to writing tasks vary. While the respondents of this research were delighted to major
in English, as they loved the language (above 52.17% in both groups), they believed
that they had major problems to achieve EFL writing competency. Their writing inade-
quacies appeared chiefly in unity, coherence, content, organisation, and punctuation.
To this end, they demanded authentic materials to be used in learning writing.

Noticeably, (73.90%) to (78.25%) of the participants in the Control Group and
the Experimental Group respectively found that the way of expressing their ideas
(generating and developing) a serious concern. The students might succeed in get-
ting the main idea and being able to present some evidence to support their claim;
yet, they could not go thoroughly in their development to convince or satisfy the
reader, since precision and concision are among the qualifications that are valued
in EFL learners’ writing to gain effectiveness. In effect, the students would like from
the teacher to assess content and not to be looked at as full of faulty grammatical
sentences to be corrected, and this would be the reason behind their block of ideas.

Both groups seemed equal in considering grammatical accuracy and lexis as
a complex task that involves effort, desire as well as a favourable attitude toward
achieving better writing quality and, hence, learning how to successfully write the FL.
Additionally, most of the students, even those whose scripts were regarded as good,
tended to join sentences with each other using a comma instead of a full stop or a
semicolon. When asked about the degree of difficulty of punctuating in English, the
respondents in both groups unanimously replied by ‘too difficult’ or ‘almost difficult’.

Furthermore, the findings revealed that the participants’ preferred genres ap-
peared to be four major types, which are respectively stories, letters, e-mails and uni-
versity assignments. The teacher’s role, hence, is to help students be aware of other
different genres, such as writing and reading poems and paragraphs of all types. An
equal value (21.73%) can be noticed for participants who strongly agreed with writing
only for the teacher. This type of students appeared to seek their teacher’s approval;
they were mainly syllabus-dependent girls.

The data interpreted revealed that writing as a whole skill poses major diffi-
culties to the second-year students in the department of English at the University of
Laghouat. Yet, most of the respondents, in both groups, seem interested in the idea
of improving their writing in English to be up-to- date for future careers as much as

- they could through practice and reading authentic texts.
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input for several weeks.The students in the Experimental Group were to reconstruct
their own paragraph, using the same successful tips presented in the samples, but
not copies.Results were compared to measure the effectiveness of the strategy uti-
lised to enhance coherence and effectiveness in writing.

In designing the scoring benchmark, six features of coherence (organisation,
thematic progression, transitions’ use, referencing, repetition of the key words, and
synonyms’ use) were evaluated using a modified Hyland’s (2003) analytic scoring
rubric. Organisation includes form, topic sentence, developing sentences, and con-
cluding sentence. Each feature provides a descriptor that indicates the level of quality
of the text. To interpret the data collected, the researcher reliedon the paired t-test
sample procedures to compare the scores of both groups in pre-test and post-test,
statistically. The scores were compared in terms of mean, p-value and t-value.

4. Data Discussion and Analysis

4.1.The Students’ Questionnaire: Description and Analysis

Forty-six questionnaires were handed out to the participants in both groups
of study. In a writing session of one hour and a half (90 minutes) that precedes the
conduction of the experiment. The pre-experiment questionnaire sought to probe the
students’ viewpoints concerning their background knowledge about English language
writing. The questionnaire was also designed to get information about the participants’
motivation, preferred genres and linguistic background knowledge in writing; in addition
to their major problems in writing, and specifically, in coherence. The participants were
asked to tick or answer what best corresponded their view of it.

Nine questions construct the questionnaire: a set of six questions to get knowl-
edge about the writing background and experience of the participants,and three
questions about the participants’ major composing problems in English to test their
knowledge on structuring the academic paragraph. This questionnaire was made up of
different question-types. Two were 5-Likert-scale questions in which responses should
be ranked from ‘strongly disagree’ to ‘strongly agree’ in the measurement of student’s
emotion and feeling towards writing in English, and the different genres enjoyed most.
Two other questions had 4-likert scale of a rank-order type of questions which request-
ed the respondent to rank the rating difficulty from ‘least’ to ‘most difficult’ in the mea-
surement of the student’s problems in writing in English. Moreover, two other questions
had 3-Likert-scale of ‘very much’, ‘moderate’ and ‘not much’, to measure the students’
motivation and evaluation of their writing improvement. Three open-ended questions
were designed to elicit the student’s strategies and/or suggestions on improving writing
task. Thus, the questionnaire contributed to provide an insight into the study analysis.
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Algeria, during the academic year 2014-2015. The sample consisted, then, of 46 stu-
dents. The sample was divided into an Experimental Group (N=23) to whom coher-
ence was taught following the modelling strategy, and a Control Group (N=23) who
were taught following the conventional teacher-based instruction.

Tools of Research

The researcher relied on three research instruments to maximise the accuracy
of the data and the transferability of the results. These include: A pre-test, a post-
test and a pre-experiment questionnaire devoted to the participants in both groups.
With such a form, the study was a mixed-method research that crosses the quantita-
tive-qualitative technique. The quantitative data included students’ ratings in pre-and
post-tests, and the qualitative data included students’ written responses to the ques-
tionnaires’ open-end questions on coherence achievement.

The experiment was chunked into three phases corresponding to the ultimate
aims of the study. In the first stage, the students in both groups were exposed to a
pre-test through which they exhibit their writing skill. The pre-test was carried out
to check the students’ paragraph-writing levels and abilities. This written assignment
had been given to subjects a week before the experiment was conducted. Each stu-
dent was requested to write a comparison/contrast paragraph on a free topic.In the
second stage (intervention), the experiment was conducted through presenting two
categories of courses about characteristics of comparison and contrast method of
developing the paragraph in English. The first series was in the conventional way for
the Control Group;the participants were given a detailed instruction of how to write
successfully comparison and contrast paragraphs, but without illustration or support-
ive samples.This had lasted for completely two sessions (three hours).

On the other hand, the students in the Experimental Group had a model-based
instructionwith the same teacher. They were required to read, notice and analyse
academic written samples, selected according to their level on the genre aforemen-
tioned. Eight model paragraphs were selected from different written materials. In ef-
fect, the purpose of having several models was to avoid a blind imitation of one partic-
ular example while composing. The teacher’s role was directive, identifying the basic
elements of each text, and explaining the task of moving away from noticing models
to constructing their specified texts.

The third stage was the post-test for both groups which takes place after exper-
imenting. Each student was required to write a comparison and contrast paragraph
on a topic assigned by the teacher so that the participants would write on one com-

- mon topic. The written activity had been carried out after the students had sufficient
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and of readers at the same time.

Many students, however, continue to approach writing tasks inappropriately,
constructing their paragraphs and essays with difficulty. In general, most students
perform badly in these tasks; sub-sections and paragraphs lack coherence and co-
hesion, and were in many cases made up of fragments(El-aswad. 2002;SaihiKihal.
2015). To this end, writing from multiple sources or modelling in a particular genre
may help overcome the students’ problems in achieving a unified whole and logical
progression of their written products. Still, however, the students’ position of their
authority vis-a-vis the source text and the way the teacher approaches this remains
challenging.

Methodology

This study underlies the difficulties faced by second-year university students
of English in their composing tasks. An eclectic approach in teaching writing to the
sample classes has been adopted by the teacher, which overlap all of the process,
product and genre orientations to fulfil some pedagogic tasks, designed to develop
their genre knowledge and composing skills. A synthesis of different writing orien-
tations means that a focus should be placed on increasing students’ experiences
of texts and reader expectations, as well as providing them with an understanding
of writing processes, language forms, and genres. The students are considered as
independent actors, and they actually work on their writing tasks from the beginning
stage to the end of the written product.

Context of the Study

The participants-students-in this study were given some knowledge about the
paragraph as the fundamental unit of constructing any piece of writing. The focus was
on the paragraph structure, its main components, and the basic requirements that all
students must be able to meet in order to do university-level work, mainly paragraph
coherence techniques. As students in both groups had sufficient instruction about the
paragraph, they would pass to see and discuss the different methods of paragraph
development in thorough detail. The starting point was going to be the comparison/
contrast method. This type of paragraph was selected to be the focus of the study.
Meanwhile, the participants are informed about the pivotal value of planning.

3.2. Sampling

To achieve the objectives of the study and to check the hypothesis, the re-
searcher carried out an experiment. The sample of the study consisted of two groups
of second-year students out of four, majoring in English at the University of Laghouat,

\ N

mnnii

e

Com



HUL1 ﬁoj:.jjﬂl

grasp some distinctive features of a given genre: academic, creative and business.
Therefore, EFL students are expected to decide their texts’ audience and purpose at
early stages of writing.

It has been advocated that different academic discourse genres can be intro-
duced to EFL students and be taught in the writing class. Representative samples
of the target language discourse can be analysed, compared and manipulated in
order to sensitise students to the fact that writing differs across genres.FL students
may need to draw on the particular structures and language features under study to
achieve their writing goals.

Every genre has a number of features which make it different from other genres.
Each has a specific purpose (the writer’s intention), an overall structure (pattern), and
specific linguistic and conventional features. Readers know immediately, for exam-
ple, whether a text isa recipe, a short story or a love letter and can respond to it and
write a similar one if they need to. Crinon and Legros (2002) claim that genre helps
students create a mental model for future use.Hyland (2004) assures that genres
encourage learners to look for organisational patterns that can be found in even the
most apparently personal and expressive kinds of writing, such as the acknowledge-
ments in the opening pages of a student thesis or dissertation. Thus, genre theory
emerged and became increasingly central in EAP research and pedagogies.

With the modelling technique within a genre-orientation in approaching writ-
ing, students are required to use their knowledge of format and topic to predict all
the language needed to recreate a coherent text of their own (Hyland. 2003). On his
part, Abbuhl (2011:2) believes that the analysis of model-texts fits in with ‘the genre-
based approach to writing instruction’, and, hence, by analysing texts for their ‘orga-
nizational, lexico-grammatical, and rhetorical features, students are sensitized to the
genre’s social context’.Thus, a mixture of product, process and genre approaches is
of concern.

A synthesis of the three approaches, product-process and genre is thus in-
evitably important in an EFL classroom. This three-fold approach works effectively.
First, the writing cycle begins with models, description of key linguistic features, and
discussion of the social situation and analysis of recommended rhetorical patterns of
each genre. Writing products of EFL students are subjected to the sequence of drafts
in the process-based approach. Badger and White (2000) affirm that the process-
genre-based approach embraces teaching the appropriate language along with using
a set of revision processes by which a final draft can be produced. This combined

- approach ensures that the writing task is reviewed from both the viewpoint of writer
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In effect, the creation of a model need not be a totally teacher-centred activi-
ty, and can involve contributions from the whole class. Involving their contributions,
Vince (2004:5) suggests asking herlearners to gather models and samples them-
selves from different sources such as Internet research, and authentic published ma-
terial including magazines and newspapers. What they find tends to be as valuable
course book models or models the teacher has. This may help motivate learners to
want to write. The teacher can ask the students to collect from authentic published
material, such as books and magazines, complete sentences and passages contain-
ing different types of connectors to explain later their appropriate use in context.

Besides, authentic texts may not always be good models and teachers should
be careful to weed out those that are poorly structured and incoherent. Even where
authentic texts are available, exploiting these creatively and effectively to engage
learners and maximise the potential of the material can bea burden on teachers.
Finding authentic texts of the right length, the right level of comprehensibility- the
reader’s actual comprehension of the meaning intended by the writer- and with an
accessible degree of cultural reference can be extremely time consuming, especially
when teachers need to develop relevant and interesting teaching materials for their
activities that will make their most effective use (Gower. 1998). To the teacher, the
problem is to control the difficulty of the material while maintaining authenticity.

So, although the need of ensuring that students would have good writing mod-
els, teachers should also take care that the level of the materials is not so far beyond
them. This could make them become disheartened and narrow their focus to the
single words or phrases that they do not understand, rather than looking at the text
as a whole.

Facilitating Modelling through Genre-based Approach to Writing

In the light of what has been investigated in the field of writing instruction and
the techniques used to help foreign students approach writing tasks, modelling is the
strategy which is based on the facilitation of model-based writing tasks, as students
are expected to read, analyse and negotiate selected texts on a particular genre and
go on to shift from knowledge display to knowledge construction. Thus, teaching at
this level is commonly approached via genre. Efforts have been focused on the nature
of writing in various situations which give birth to Genre Approach (Swales. 1990).

Several useful definitions have been used to clarify the pedagogical goals un-
derlying this approach in an EFL class (Swales. 1990;Cheng. 2007).Genre approach
to writing is based on models and key features of texts, paying attention to their pur-
pose and audience. In this approach, samples of a specific genre are introduced to
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Earlier on,in the 1960’s, students were encouraged to slavishly imitate the
model essays they were given. Students were not aware of the processes involved
in their production and that this encouraged mindless imitation(Zamel. 2001). In a
foreign language classroom, “confusion may result from students juxtaposing their
native language schema about written texts against what they are learning from tar-
get language models”Hirvela (2004:128). However,in today’s classes, approaching
writing via model texts is not to encourage passive and blind imitation, but rather to
emphasise the importance of studying different genres.

On using models, Crinon and Legros (2002) claim that modelling, in its
real sense, helps the student writer create a mental model of the genre required
to respond to. Their use can alleviate the apprehension associated with learning to
write(Macbeth. 2010). Hyland (2004) advocates models’ use for raising the visibility
of rhetorical conventions. He assumes that the models provide students with goals
to achieve and a sense of how language, context, content, genre, and process are
connected and relate to their work in the writing class.

Therefore, students who read extensive written materials are more believed to
be proficient writers. They have a good command of the linguistic resources neces-
sary for the creation of textuality and an effective control over its various sources such
as cohesion and coherence (Mustafa 1990). This fact was admitted by most success-
ful learners in our university classes.Strauch (1997: 8) believes that instructors must
help their students ‘by making basic organizational patterns explicit’, and this is done
by including short models in writing classes. Thus, guiding and training learners to ex-
ploit language in texts helps both the immediate need of having useful language and
for their long term expansion of language tools and refinement of their interlanguage.

2.3 Model-texts and Authenticity

Typically, in model-based tasks, learners are to examine several examples of
a particular genre to identify its language structure, pattern and the ways meanings
are expressed, and to explore the variations that are possible. Materials used as
models may help teachers to increase learners’ awareness of how texts are organ-
ised, coherence is achieved, and how purposes are realised as they work toward
theindependent creation of the genre. To fulfil this end, Swales (1990) proposed the
texts selected to be both relevant to the students, representing the genres they will
have to write in their target contexts and authentic, created to be used in real-world
contexts rather than in just classrooms.An effective way of making models relevant
to learners may be to distribute and analyse exemplary samples of student writing,
- collected from previous years of other promotions, for example.
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models of well-wrought prose’ (Greene. 1993:34).

According to Gobel (2004), model-texts should be ‘concrete, observable,
analysable, comparable, improvable and breakable’ to help both teachers and learn-
ers understand how the target language functions. Alkhuli (2006: 93) sees that the
teacher should expose his students to model paragraphs and help them to analyse
such paragraphs so as to let them get a clear idea of the factors that secure para-
graph effectiveness. The model-text, then, is seen to encourage and guide learners
to explore the key lexical, grammatical, and rhetorical features of a text and to use
this knowledge to construct their own performance. Similarly, Sahebkheir’s (2011) in
attempts to find out the effect of modelling of native speaker writing on developing
accuracy and complexity of EFL learners’writing, he argues that model-textscan af-
fect EFL learners’ noticing different aspects of language which are classified into four
categories: lexicon, grammatical form, discourse and content.

Hence, the samples’ use and analysis is one of the techniques that enable the
preparation and presentation of a target language learning activity. Teachers can help
learners with selected model-texts to “help learners make better use, for acquisitional
purposes, of all the language which they meet accurate of noticing of lexical chunks,
grammatical (...) patterns” (Lewis. 1997: 53). Teachers can help learners with notic-
ing tasks to learn to be able to predict the useful language needed to recreate a co-
herent text of their own(White, 2000). Engaging receptively with these tasks enables
learners to ‘begin to focus their attention on trying to understand what is written,
thereby initiating their noticing of what forms are used in what ways’ (Norris, 2009:
583). It is worth mentioning that natural and selected model-texts often have useful
language for a particular genre.

Celce-Murcia and Olshtain (2000:158) agree on the usefulness of models
as an autodidactic strategy in writing. They argue that this strategy involves using
“‘well-written passages from literature, or passages written by others, as models for
one’s own writing.” These models serve, as they further add, as ‘stimuli’ to write and
compose, since these pieces provide content to react to and a piece of communica-
tion to respond to. Celce-Murcia and Olshtain give the example of bringing brochures
intended for tourists and other descriptions of towns throughout the world, which
would provide a variety of models or sample writings for learners who are asked to
write on the following topic: “Describe your home town.” They point that “this kind of
activity alerts students to the reading audience since they themselves act as readers
and can be critical of the way in which the sample information is being presented
(ibid: 158).
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Modelling Strategy Significance

The idea of using model paragraphs and essays to improve novice writers’
writing abilities and style has been a core interest of several researchers in the field of
EFL learning (Hillocks. 1986; Smagorinsky. 1992; Hedge. 2000; Bagheri&Zare. 2009;
Abbuhl 2011). Research indicates that natural and selected model-texts for a particu-
lar genre are useful as they provide content to react to and a piece of communication
to respond to. Teaching EFL writing through a model-based approach-modelling or
samples’ presentation through a negotiation of texts by learners and teacher for an
independent construction of texts by learners is expected to play crucial roles to fos-
ter learners’ awareness of foreign language writing.

Evidence supporting the central place of models’ use in teaching writing can be
traced back to antiquity (Smagorinsky.1992:172). Abbuhl (2011) reports that models
are commonly used in both L1 and L2 classes to assist novice-writers. In both con-
texts,students must be given the opportunity to study exemplars of the genre they
are attempting to write in. Hillocks (1986:154) states that ‘the writer must be familiar
with examples of the type and know the parts of the type and their relationships’.
Moreover, Richards (1990:114-115) addresses that the effective writing teacher is
‘one who can create an effective environment for learning, in which novice writers feel
comfortable about writing and can explore the nature of writing —and in so doing they
discover their own strengths and weaknesses as writers’.

At any rate, EFL learners have to recognise the conventions of the target lan-
guage which helps them to be creative and, thus, achieve effective written communi-
cation.Nunan, (1991:88) points out that without models, learners would be less able
to identify the boundaries and conventions of the new language, and less able to
understand what they are writing. Hence, if writing is meant to be communicative, the
writer must communicate in an appropriate way. With guided tasks, such as discuss-
ing one’s personal reaction, analysing style and register, and analysing coherence
and effectiveness; the learner gets first-hand experience, and can exploit this experi-
ence and identify himself with when writing.

In this respect, Hedge (2000) sees that the analysis of a finished piece of
writing may lead to greater understanding of its main features, and overall organi-
sation and progression and to comprehend also the intended purpose for which it is
written. She(ibid) further asserts that models could inform learners about cohesive
devices in a text. For example, clear usage of reference markers and their referents
can give learners a deeper understanding of how to manipulate words for better co-

l hesion when they write.Hence, EFL learners‘can learn about writing through imitating
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ers. Research in textual competence has indicated that coherence contributes to the
overall unity of a piece of discourse or text when sentences hang together and relate
to each other. This unity and relatedness is partially a result of a recognizable organ-
isational pattern for the ideas in the passage,and a conventional scheme as generic
or specific to a particular communicative purpose and discourse community(Lapata.
2003).

Additionally, coherence depends on the presence of linguistic devices that
strengthen global unity and create local connectedness. Several elements are inter-
related and connected with each other, having pivotal roles in the creation of textual
coherenceto enhance the ability to communicate with the readers(Lee. 2002).Know-
ing these elements helps writers select the structure and rhetorical features that ac-
cord with them.Grabe and Kaplan (1996) argue that a cohesive and coherent piece
of writing contains surface features which connect the discourse and an underlying
logic of organisation which go beyond the meanings of the individual sentences.Ac-
cordingly, to help all the parts relate to one another, Scarry and Scarry. (2011) assert
that student-writers have to be taught to use the following important techniques: rep-
etition of key words, use of synonyms and pronouns to refer to key words, and careful
choice of transitional expressions,

The overall coherence can be achieved, as Celce-Murcia and Olshtain (2000)
have explained, depending on the degree of coherence within each paragraph or
section of the text, leading the reader toward an easier and more effective interpreta-
tion of this text. In effect, a coherent paragraph is a collection of connected sentences
which show building blocks of solid ideas that are organised smoothly around one
single idea; like “a family in which all members are related, likewise all sentences in
the paragraph are related” (Owl. 2009:40). McCloud-Bondoc (2009) indicates that
a coherent paragraph flows because it is arranged in a definite plan, picturing three
main components:an introduction which displays the specific topic,a body which
presents information in a logical sequence to convince the reader, and a conclusion
which summarises the whole paper or displays the final comment.

A coherent paragraph, thus, isa surface orthographic representation of a linear-
ly-developed, logically coherent and syntactically cohesive unit of sense (Sa’Aded-
dine. 1989, in Latief. 1990).To enhance the connectedness of sentences in a para-
graph as a written text, several teaching strategies have been consideredfor use in an
EFL classroom, such as modelling.As a useful strategy, using model-textshas been
proposedto find out the effect of noticing and analysingnative speakers’ writing on
developing accuracy and complexity of EFL learners’writing.
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progression of ideas, organisation or language use?

In the light of these questions, it can be hypothesised that if second-year
students of English at Laghouat University were taught English through exposure
to multiple written paragraph models this would enhance their achievement of para-
graph coherence and result in writing effectiveness.

Literature Review

The act of writing is a complex process which requires writers to generate
and organise ideas, plan, and review and revise what has been written, while mon-
itoring one’s own performance. Many EFL novice writers report on the difficulties
they encounter in sitting down to initiate a writing task or to carry out a final reformu-
lation of something that has already been written in draft form. Considerable space
of research has been devoted to investigating both the problems and facilities that
enhance the effectiveness of any text to foster communication and develop proce-
dures for the teaching of the writing skill. To this end, the teacher must consider both
reading and writing as interactive processes involving the writer, the reader as well
as the text, and offer specific strategies which students can easily understand and
applyto reach proficiency in writing.

2.1 Coherence in Writing

Being a fundamental dimension in foreign language writing, coherence has
been regarded as an important quality of effectiveness as well as a complex concept
for researchers and teachers to study and teach. Various definitions of coherence in
writing have emerged, and varieties of coherence theories have been developed and
implicated (Richards. 1990; Kehler. 2002; Lee. 2002; Hinkel. 2004; Raimes. 2008;
Attelisi. 2012;Aldera. 2016).

According to Raimes (2008), when student-writers develop their written per-
formance, “readers expect to move with ease from one sentence to the next, and
from one paragraph to the next, following a clear flow of argument and logic” (p.35).
She further uses a specific meaningful expression to express the readers’ attempt to
understand the piece of writing, saying that readers should not be forced to ‘grapple
with “grass-hopper prose”, which jumps suddenly from one idea to another without
obvious connections’. Instead, she maintains, writing must be coherent, with all parts
connecting clearly to one another, using transitional expressions and linking words.

Attempting to present their ideas in writing tasks, FL students need to ensure
a text flow through sequence of sentences.Coherencecan be considered as the link

l in connecting ideas and making the flow of thoughts meaningful and clear for read-
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Modelling Strategy Use to Enhance
Coherence in EFL Writing

Dr. Souhila Korichi
University of Laghouat, Algeria

Introduction:

The ultimate goal of foreign language classrooms is to promote a comforting,
encouraging and engaging atmosphere of learning. To this end, teachers have to de-
velop effective methods of teaching the different skills including writing, explicit and
achievable through more successful teaching materials. However, while evaluating
students’ writing, several teachers of English at Laghouat University admitted that
their students are facing noticeable challenges to deal with in completing writing co-
herent, effective and convincing assignments to the teacher,written on their reflective
teaching practices. This may be magnified by the fact that the rhetorical conventions
of English texts—the structure, style, and organisation—often differ from the learners’
first language. To clear such challenges, EFL writing teachers would probably agree
that student-writers must be given in-or-out class opportunities to study examples of
the genre they are trying to write in.

This study attempts to reconsider what helps students write coherently. A pri-
ority is given to the importance of the reading-writing nexus that would develop the
students’ skills involved in EFL writing from multiple model-sources.The work casts
some light on how much students’ written performance can be improved with refer-
ence to reading and analysing selected model paragraphs,in terms of exploring, dis-
covering and generating what they want to write. This is done with a specific method
of development which is comparison and contrast. The sample of the study consists of
two groups of 23 second-year students for each, majoring in English at the University
of Laghouat, Algeria, during the academic year 2014-2015. This study pinpointsthe
main concepts used to describe the process of writing from sources which vary but
overlap, andexplores the efficiency of implementing modelling strategy to achieve
coherence in paragraph-writing.

The present study poses the following questions:

To what extent does a model-text based instruction in EFL writing classes help
overcome the students’ problems in achieving a coherent paragraph?

In the model-texts, which of these areas is the focus of students: the logical
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